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“A fork in the road” is literally the point at which one road splits or separates off
into other roads. By extension, “a fork in the road” is the point at which one must
make a decision between two or more different choices or opportunities. Pewee
Valley Presbyterian Church is at “a fork in the road” and we’re being called to
make some decisions.
The truth is we found ourselves at this “fork” last winter and we made some
choices then as we engaged our month’s long conversation on congregational
vitality, acknowledging that we are a congregation in decline and seeking for ways
to faithfully re-engage, re-invigorate, and re-vitalize our community of faith. Look
back over newsletters this past year and you’ll find step-after-step taken as we’ve
moved further into the choice we made at that “fork in the road.”
We’ve acknowledged that indicators of vitality we are so used to – children, youth,
families with small children, even large fellowship gatherings – are not as present
as they were even one year ago. We’ve embraced the reality that they may never
be again. But we’ve also engaged new understandings of what makes any
community “vital” and we’re seeking to live into what “is” in ways that outweigh
the laments of what “was.”
The further truth is that we don’t honestly know where this “fork in the road” is
leading. But we do know who we are traveling with: One another – long time
members of and new travelers at PVPC – and our faithful God. Read carefully the
articles in this month’s newsletter. Listen closely to the conversations that have
begun, continue, and are leading to new conversations. And discern clearly how
you are being called to new ministries, new missions, new relationships, and new
life in all that is happening in our beloved community. I end this letter as I always
do. One of the best things I can hope for whenever we come to “a fork in the road”
is to …
See you in Church,
Pastor Joel
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From the Desk of Ashia Stoess...
Well here we are - September, and many of you are probably wondering: What happened to the work room in the
Family Life Center? And does Ashia have a new title? To which I would answer respectively, Ashia happened and
yes. While Joel was on sabbatical, Marissa (our CDC Assistant Director) and I got busy clearing out and renovating
the work room to transform it into a new office space. Having a space in our Family Life Center that is full of people
and energy all week has been invigorating. I love our Parish House, but being over there was a bit isolating.
Now as for the title, it has changed a few times as we have tried to find the appropriate words to encompass the
role I have been hired to fill. So here it is… it’s a mouthful: Director of Family Ministry and Community Engagement.
D.F.M.C.E. - yeah, we’re taking suggestions on an abbreviation.

So why? Why has your Session decided to hire me full-time and expand my role here at PVPC? In short, because we
are a vital congregation and we want to stay that way. We are vital, we have life and energy, we have dreams and
visions, and we have a large campus nestled in this little village in Oldham County that has members of the community in it every day of the week. But honestly, we have been under staffed, with Joel spending his time preaching,
and teaching, visiting with members, and being head of staff, that has left little time for much else.
That’s where I come in - Director of Family Ministry and Community Engagement. The change from “youth
ministry” to “family ministry”, while seemingly not a big one, is an intentional one. Since I started here as Youth
Director in 2018 (after interning here for a year), I have shared a theory of “youth ministry” with many of you that
encourages the engagement of our younger members into the full life and ministry of the church. This will continue
- in my new role I will continue to ensure that our young people know and feel that they are full members of this
congregation. Second, rather than focusing my attention only on the religious formation of young people, I will be
expanding that work to the religious and spiritual formation of families (born into, married into, adopted into, and
chosen families). How do parents and children, partners, aunts and uncles, cousins, grandparents, neighbors and
friends, experience the Divine in everyday life, how do they make meaning of the situations they find themselves in
and how can they seek that which is Sacred? These are some of the topics I hope to address in the future and share
with all of you.
Now, onto community engagement: my efforts in this part of my role will be focused on finding opportunities for
us to partner with other organizations with shared values in our community; it will include putting together
community events to build community; it will include increasing the visibility and understanding of who Pewee
Valley Pres. is to the community. The responsibilities of this role will grow and morph as we begin to engage with
the community with some intentionality. Over the past two months I have focused much of my attention on our
most obvious connection to the community outside of our sanctuary - our Child Development Center. While I begin
to network with other community stakeholders and organizations in Oldham County, the CDC is where much of my
attention will be focused for the first year. The Child Development Center is the biggest missional ministry of our
church and it seems appropriate for us to start here. The hope is that we will begin to build relationships by
increasing the crossover opportunities between the church and the CDC. These crossover opportunities will seek to
allow for community and relationships not only to be built with CDC families, but also the staff.
There is much more I plan to focus on this first year and I would love to talk with you about it more because this
work of community engagement includes all of us.
So here it is, your first opportunity to engage the community will be through prayer, because prayer is always a
good place to start. While the invitation to prayer will take place on September 18th during the worship service this prayer opportunity will be something you can take with you. I hope I have piqued your interest enough to get
you to worship on the 18th - hope to see you there!
With joy and excitement,
Ashia
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BACK TO SCHOOL – SUNDAY SCHOOL, THAT IS!
September 11th beginning at 9:00 a.m.
in the Family Life Center

We are planning a special day on September 11th to kick off a new “ministry year”,
though it is different from so many in the past.
We have only one Sunday School class that will meet weekly:
The Thoughtful Christian Class in the FLC Second Floor Library: 9:00 – 10:00 a.m.
We will continue using the PC(USA) curriculum Follow Me, a church wide, all age,
intergenerational curriculum that actually spans three years of “practices” designed to help
people of all ages follow Jesus!

OUR VITAL CONGREGATION: Sharing with and Hearing from You!
After Worship Lunch on September 11 – Please join us!
Last February, at their annual Elder retreat, our Session and Staff began an important conversation
and exploration into Congregational Vitality. Using the Presbyterian Mission Agency’s Vital
Congregations Manual, Session and Staff have begun a yearlong “deep dive” into a conversation
that we hope will re-instill the vitality of this congregation for decades to come.
Last April, we had a lunch after worship to present this conversation to all of you and to listen to you
as you shared your thoughts on how our beloved church is doing in seven “vital” areas of being
church: Lifelong Discipleship Formation / Intentional Authentic Evangelism / Outward Incarnational
Focus / Empowered Servant Leadership / Spirit Inspired Worship / Caring Relationships / Ecclesial
Health. Most of you attended that lunch and we’re hoping you will join us again!
Congregational Lunch following Worship on September 11th:
Staff and Elders will provide updates on our conversations to date
and hear more of your thoughts and ideas.
PLEASE GET THIS ON YOUR CALENDAR AND JOIN US ON THE 11TH!!
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September 17th
8:00 a.m. - Noon
FLC gym
Hope to see you
there!
FOOD DRIVE
September 1 - October 31
Have you noticed the shopping carts in our entry way? We have begun a drive for food and supplies that
will benefit three different communities in KY: Laundry Love Food Pantry located in the Crestwood
Coin Laundromat, HighPoint Charitable Services in Lagrange, and the Community in McRoberts, KY that
is dealing with the aftermath of severe flooding.
If you would like more information about these organizations, please reach out to Ashia Stoess:
youth@pvpres.org

SUNDAYS AT PVPC

COMMUNITY MEAL
Beginning this month, we will have a community meal on
3rd Wednesdays for our PVPC Community.

Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.**
Fellowship & Coffee, 10:00 a.m. **
Choir Practice, 10:00 a.m.

Peace and Pasta

Worship Service, 10:30 a.m.

st

September 21 , 5:30-7p
This event is intergenerational and family friendly.

** Returns September 11
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WE ARE SEARCHING FOR A FULL-TIME CUSTODIAN/MAINTENANCE PERSON
Monday – Friday from 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
In early August, our Custodian of 13 years, Toby Magruder, resigned his position. We wish him
all the best and are now searching for someone to take over the custodial and light
maintenance duties of our Family Life Center, Sanctuary, Parish House, and grounds. Hours
are afternoon to early evening (1:00 – 9:00 p.m.) to accommodate our Childcare and Preschool
needs. Must be dependable and honest, have strong time management skills, be able to
engage children and able to work well with others.

If you or someone you know is interested in working in a safe, clean and friendly environment,
please call the church office or send a resume: 502-241-4326 / office@pvpres.org .

RETURNING STAFF AT PVPC:
Our Student Minister
This year we are blessed again to be working with Patrick Long from LPTS!
Patrick Long is a 2020 graduate of Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia and a Senior (third
year) student at LPTS. He is currently enrolled as an Inquirer for Minister of Word and Sacrament in the
PCUSA and completing his Master of Divinity degree at LPTS. Patrick served two years as a Young
Adult Volunteer (YAV) for the denomination in New Orleans and New York City. He finds himself
called especially to those places where “faith and social justice meet.”
As he did last year with us, Patrick will be involved in a broad range of ministries including worship
leadership, preaching, teaching, and pastoral care for the next 8 ½ months he is with us. Please seek him
out in the weeks ahead and welcome him back or introduce yourself to him more personally.
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Some of the most active ministries in our Congregation come from our Mission and Outreach Team. Through
COVID shut-downs and slow-downs, through the social and racial unrest of the past two years, and through the
“fog” of “what’s next”, our Mission Team has maintained its financial commitments and provided the volunteers
promised to the missions we support through our operating budget and our sweat equity!
We want to be sure that each one of our members and all who visit regularly, and read this monthly newsletter,
know what those missions are, what they “do,” and how you can be more directly involved in our outreach. So
beginning with this newsletter, we present to you this We’re On A Mission! page. Please take some time to see
where we are at work in the world now and consider how we can be even more a part of the Kin-dom Come!
PCUSA Shared Mission Support
As Presbyterians, we live and engage in ministry as members of a connectional system, professing by our
actions, and with our gifts, that we can accomplish far more together than any one of us can do alone. We
contribute monthly to the mission and ministry of the wide church at the local Presbytery, Regional Synod,
and national General Assembly levels through out Mission Team’s operating budget.
Theological Education Fund
The PCUSA’s Theological Education Fund combines gifts from individuals, congregations, and mid- councils
to support our Presbyterian seminaries and students enrolled to help prepare a new generation of pastors.
We contribute to the TEF monthly through our Mission Team’s operating budget.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (pcusa.org)
Headquartered in Louisville, PDA works with partners around the globe to support those impacted by
natural and human-caused disasters. PDA annually responds to at least 20 U.S disasters and 30 international disasters and does not receive any federal funds. PDA is funded by gifts to the church’s One Great
Hour of Sharing offering and designated gifts like ours given semi-annually through our operating budget.
UKirk Home - Ukirk
UKirk provides professional support, empowerment and community for those engaged in college campus
ministry on behalf of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). We contribute to our local chapter semi-annually
through our operating budget.
Living Waters for the World . Home | Living Waters for the World | Water Nonprofit
This mission is conducted through our Synod of Living Waters, based in Spring Hill, TN. LWW trains,
equips, and supports volunteers in forming global clean-water mission partnerships that empower national
and international communities to install and sustain water purification systems and health education
programs in places where clean water is scarce. We contribute to this mission quarterly through our
operating budget
South Oldham Interchurch Council (SOICC)
SOICC is a religious, non-profit organization made up of 6 South Oldham churches (Crestwood Christian,
Crestwood United Methodist, Pewee Valley Presbyterian, St. Aloysius Catholic Church, St. James Episcopal,
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints) who seek to meet the needs of low and no-income families
in South Oldham County. We contribute to SOICC semi-annually, participate in collections, and provide
volunteers for the annual Christmas Baskets and Ecumenical Worship services.
[Continued on Page 8]
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[Continued from Page 7]

Galilean Mission Home | My Site (galileanhomeministries.org)
Galilean Home Ministries is a non-profit, mission oriented organization, in Liberty, KY functioning in a collaborative
community environment, with one purpose in mind: Helping those that need help; loving those that need love.
We contribute semi-annually to this mission through our operating budget.
Highpoint Charitable Services HighPoint Charitable Services (highpointcs.org)
Located in LaGrange, Highpoint provides for basic needs in the tri-county bringing hope for a better future
for our neighbors in need. We partner with HighPoint in food and clothes collecting and by providing sack
lunches for distribution to families when scheduled. We contribute through our collections, volunteer
hours for lunch assembly and distribution, and financially through the purchasing of food.
The Hope Buss Food Insecurity | The Hope Buss | Louisville
Our newest mission outreach, The Hope Buss focuses on empowering families and individuals to reimagine
community by working alongside them to build HOPE-based infrastructure and create sustainable resources.
Founded by a Louisville Seminary graduate, The Hope Buss began in the West End of Jefferson County and
now reaching out to the needs of communities in downtown Louisville. We contribute semi-annually to this
mission through our operating budget and are involved directly by volunteering with them!
Habitat for Humanity Habitat for Humanity
Habitat for Humanity is a national non-profit organization that helps families build and improve places
to call home, because they believe affordable housing plays a critical role in strong and stable communities. We contribute quarterly to this mission through our operating budget.
St. George’s Scholar Institute www.stgeorgesky.org
Located inside the California Community Center in Old Louisville, St. George’s is a youth development agency
that provides quality, out-of-school time programming for social, emotional, and academic learning for vulnerable youth in the California and surrounding neighborhoods, seeking to embrace, educate and empower
youth in Louisville. We contribute quarterly to this mission through our operating budget.
Laundry Love Laundry Love | Love & Dignity
Together with four other congregation in South Oldham, we participate in SOICC Laundry Love ministry,
washing the clothes and bedding of low/no income families and persons in Crestwood on the second
Saturday of the month, twice a year. During our scheduled month, we also keep the Food Pantry at Crestwood Coin Laundry stocked. We are involved directly by volunteering on our Second Saturdays, purchasing
needed laundry pods, paying for washers and dryers, and collecting food for the food pantry.
Now … What more can we be doing and how you can you get involved?! Let us know!
Many thanks to all who helped prepare and deliver lunches to folks at High Point Charitable Services. The clients
there were really grateful in spite of the pouring rain. We will have another opportunity to show God‘s love in
this way on November 1st, so put it on your calendar.
The Mission Team and Small Group

NOMINATING COMMITTEE AT WORK
Our Nominating Committee has begun putting together a slate for our Elder Class of 2025. We are
reconfiguring the make up of the Session at PVPC as a part of our deeper look into Congregational
Vitality here and how our ministries can best support these initiatives. This year, the Nominating
Committee is searching for two adults and one youth to comprise this class of Elders. All active
members are eligible to serve! If you feel called to serve, or if you have any suggestions of
someone you think would be a good Elder, please let one of the Committee members
know:
Mark Lane (Chair), Clare Grant, and Lynn Wilkinson.
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CDC News

CHAPEL SERVICES FOR OUR CDC!
Another year of Chapel begins after Labor Day weekend. Director Statia Prince, Assistant Director
Marissa Browning, and the Advisory Board of our Child Development Center have faithfully
scheduled the semi-monthly chapel services for the 2022-2023 school year. We will endeavor to
keep you informed each month through of the dates and time the children and staff gather in our
sanctuary with Pastor Weible. ALL ARE WELCOME!! Just drop in for the prayers, music,
meditations, and love that are a part of the regular school-life of our boys and girls. Normally
Chapel is held on a Tuesday morning beginning at 10:00a.m. We’d love to see you there!

We’d love to see you there!
Chapel is usually held on a Tuesday morning at 10:00a.m., but September includes a Monday:
Monday, September 12th at 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, September 27th at 10:00 a.m.
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BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

9/1

Andre Faul, Jr.

9/4

Christiaan Faul

5 Dan & Laura Volk

9/4

Riley Warren

7 Howard & Patty Weeks

9/6

Rick Fletcher

18 John & Kathy Bott

9/6

Jay Poole

20 Andre & Anna Faul

9/7

Laura Fisher

20 Keaton & Madri Hall-Faul

Sept. 5 David & Mary Jo Ellis

9/10 Jerry Beaverson

23 Shawn & Candler Phelps

9/10 Lucas McCarson

30 Earl & Shirley Orr

9/12 Don Whitehouse

Ushers this Month

9/15 Andrew Warren
9/16 Emma MacNiven

9/4

Larry & Connie Vice, Ron & Carol Warren

9/18 Debbie Thompson

9/11

Linda Heleringer & Sue Toole

9/20 Lynne Anderson

9/18

LaMont Coverstone & Thom Guilford

9/20 Katie Clark

9/25

Ed & Barbara Staats

9/28 Karen Wood

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

9/30 Paula Malone
9/30 Mike Yelton

August 7

62

August 14

44

August 21

45

August 28

64

July 2022 Financials
Current Month Current Month
Budget
Member Contributions

Year To Date

Year To Date
Budget

$30,490

$21,503

$189,129

$150,523

$219

$83

$1,116

$583

CDC Contributions

$8,250

$8,250

$57,750

$57,750

All Other Income

$2,197

$1,108

$14,055

$7,753

Expenses

$50,452

$38,193

$238,239

$216,366

Loose Plate Offerings

Page 10

SEPTEMBER@PVPC
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

SUNDAYS AT PVPC

Thu
1

Fri
2

Sat
3

Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.**

Gym: OU, 9a-12p

Fellowship & Coffee, 10:00 a.m. **
Choir Practice, 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m.

** Returns September 11

4

5

Finance Team Cave
Cleaning, 11:30a

6

7

8

9

10

Labor Day

Gym: OU, 9a-12p

Office Closed

Sally’s Memorial
Service, 12p
Visitation, 10a (Arch
L. Heady-Cralle on
Frankfort Ave.)

11

12

Congregational
Conversation, 11:30a

Chapel with
CDC, 10a

Gym: SO, 6:30-8p

Session
Meeting, 6p

18

19

13

14

15

16

17

Yard Sale
set-up, 6p

Yard Sale,
8a - 12p

Gym: SO,
6:30-7:30p

20

Mission Team
Meeting, 11:30a

21

22

23

“Peace & Pasta”
Community
Meal, 5:30p

24
Gym: OU, 9a-12p

Gym: SO, 5-8p

25

26

Finance Team
Meeting, 11:30a

27

28

29

30

OU = Oldham United
Basketball

Chapel with
CDC, 10a

Small Group
Meeting, 11:30a

SO = South Oldham
Basketball Club

Gym: CC, 2-4p

CC = Crestwood
Cardinals Basketball

Gym: SO, 6-7p

September 2022

Members:
Mary Boone

Anna Faul

Ann Finney

Lee Goss

Ralph Hall

Karen Poole

Jim Stoess

Jim Trimpe

Roy Wayne

Wilma Wayne

Alan White

Lynn Wilkinson

Family and Friends:
Family of Linda Beaverson (Jerry & Jan Beaverson)

Charles & Yvonne Byers (Paul Culbertson)

Sienna Scarborough (Jill MacNiven)

Loved Ones of Sally Bunnell

Suzanne Lane (Mark Lane)

Sue Keller (D.D. Hendrickson)

Ginny Whitlow (Connie Vice)

Betty Kessinger (D.D. Hendrickson)

Eric Hawkes (Shirley Hawkes)

Alicia Lechleiter (Mark Lane)

Joshua Roh (Gary & Arlene Torrens)

Robbie Mueller (D.D. Hendrickson)

Violet Sears (Debbie Thompson)

Bill Vance (Karen Wood)

Ursula Brooks (Barbara Staats)

Debbie Chadwick (Virginia Baumann)

Flo Campbell (Clare Grant)

Mark Shircliff (Virginia Baumann)

Aunt Geneva (Larry Vice)

Tommy Boone (Mary Boone)

Linda Hyatt (Shirley Hawkes)

Scott Hood (Shirley Hawkes)

Gavin Elder (Mark Lane)

Alice Walser Booker (Joan Walser)

Michelle Hendrickson (D.D. Hendrickson)

Rev. James Byford (Rebecca Byford)

To add or remove a name from, complete a Prayer Request Card
or email us at: office@pvpres.org
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Pewee Valley Presbyterian Church
119 Central Avenue
P.O. Box 365
Pewee Valley, KY 40056

PeweeValleyPresbyterian.org

Address Service Requested

Big News from the Little Valley!

CHURCH OFFICE
HOURS:
Monday - Friday
8:00a –2:00p
(502) 241-4326
office@pvpres.org

