
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 

THE LENTEN SEASON BEHIND US:  2019 
It all began again on Ash Wednesday, March 6th this year.  On the first Sunday 
of Lent, we began a series of sermons that explores the “Seven Deadly Sins” of 
church tradition.  In the late 6th century, Pope Gregory the Great modified an earlier 
list and ranked them based on the degree to which they “offended against love:” Pride, 
Greed, Lust, Envy, Gluttony, Anger, and Sloth. 
 
During the Lenten season, we died to these “deadly sins,” if only just a little bit by 
becoming more aware of how and why these “deaths” control our daily lives by 
separating us from the love of self, the love of neighbor, and the love of God.  We died 
this past Lent to prepare for the new Life that is ours because of today – EASTER.   
 
Christ the Lord is Risen today!  And so have we – to new life.  Alleluia! 
 
CONSIDERING EASTER:  2019 
Today is the first Sunday after the first full moon after the spring solstice.  Every Easter 
is.  In 325 A.D., the Council of Nicea laid down only two rules for the placement of 
Easter on the calendar:  Though it was linked to Passover by much of its symbolism, it 
was to be independent of the Jewish calendar and it was to have “worldwide” uniformity.  
Though most often more ritual and ceremony is given to Christmas celebrations, Easter 
is the highest Holy Day in the Christian community.  What does RESSURECTION life 
mean to you? 
 
THE RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE  “Rise, O Children of Salvation!”    DAVID CHERWIEN 
 
EASTER PROCLAMATION 
 
Pastor Joel: We must never again look for the living among the dead.  We are 

chosen servants of the Lord, the mystical body of Christ.  Because of 
Easter, we have been granted privilege and responsibility to carry on 
the redemptive work begun in Jesus.  Let us begin in love and 
humility to serve and strengthen the Love of God throughout the 
world! 

 

Bold text is read or sung by the 
congregation. 

 
*Please stand if able. 

 
PVPC welcomes children and 

encourages them to participate in 
our entire worship service. Pick up a 

children’s worship tote bag at the 
sanctuary door. 

 

 
 

Christ is Risen! 
He is Risen, indeed. 

Happy Easter! 
 
 

Is Easter only for people who close 
their eyes to the facts of life and 

seek escape in fantastic stories, loud 
music, and banner songs?   

 
 

The fact that we still have to spend 
so much time with such questions is 

proof of how utterly central to the 
Christian faith is the resurrection 

and the Lordship of Christ. 
 
 

The earliest Christians knew what 
they were doing when they 

summarized the whole of their faith 
with the simple confession: 

“Jesus is Lord.” 
 
 
 
 

The prelude and postlude are two 
variations on the hymn tune, UNSER 

HERRSCHER.  This morning’s 
prelude, arranged by organist David 

Cherwien, is a tribute to the hymn, 
“Rise, O Children of Salvation!”  The 
joyous refrain:  “When His servants 

stand before Him, each receiving 
their reward…’Victory!’ our song 

shall be, like the thunder of the 
sea!” 

 
 
 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

PEWEE VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

RESURRECTION OF THE LORD – APRIL 21, 2019 

8:30 A.M. & 10:30 A.M. 
 



PREPARING OUR HEARTS  

CALL TO WORSHIP         Richard Ray (8:30) / Ashia Stoess (10:30) 
Leader: The nightmare is over!  The hour of darkness has passed.  God’s 

mercy and love have triumphed once and for all over our hatred and 
ignorance. 

People:   Miracle of miracles, though we failed so utterly at the cross, God 
has come back to us! 

Leader:  Bringing not judgement, but the peace of eternal life. 
People:   The Risen Christ is within us, guiding us in the way of truth and 

empowering us with the gifts of the Spirit. 
ALL: LET US WORSHIP OUR LIVING GOD AND SING OF 

RESURRECTION LIFE! 
 
    *PROCESSIONAL HYMN, NO. 123 

“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”         EASTER HYMN 
 

*LITANY AND PRAYER FOR EASTER MORNING 
 
Leader: Before time, at the beginning of creation, God’s Spirit moved 

across the face of the deep waters of chaos. 
People: Light, land, and every living thing were given life. 
Leader: When the world fell into rebellion, God saved Noah from the 

deep waters of chaos. 
People: And humanity was given another chance to live. 
Leader: Today we step out of the ark, for Resurrection has happened and 

the chance to begin again is ours.  Let us pray …  
ALL: GIVER OF NEW LIFE, WE COME THIS MORNING WITH 

OUR ALLELUIAS, OUR BANNERS AND FLOWERS, OUR 
TRUMPETS AND OUR SONGS.  WE COME TO 
WORSHIP IN BEAUTY AND IN TRUTH BECAUSE WE 
HAVE FAITH THAT JESUS CHRIST IS ALIVE, BECAUSE 
WE HAVE HOPE THAT THE RESURRECTION WILL 
ENTER INTO EACH OF OUR LIVES AND TRANSFORM 
THEM, AND BECAUSE, THROUGH CHRIST’S SPIRIT, 
WE HAVE COME TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER.  ACCEPT 
OUR WORSHIP, GRACIOUS GOD.  BE PRESENT WITH 
US AS MEMORY, MIRACLE, AND MYSTERY, AND AS 
THE TENDER HANDS OF GRACE.  AMEN.    

 
*RESPONSE, NO. 113 “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!”         LLANFAIR 
   

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
  Fought the fight, the battle won; Alleluia! 
  Death in vain forbids Him rise; Alleluia! 
  Christ has opened paradise.  Alleluia! 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the presence of a holy God, 
we become aware of the ways 

we fall short of God’s best 
hopes for us, and the ways we 

have hurt others. We turn to 
God in prayer, asking for 

forgiveness. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

We express gratitude that 
through God’s grace and 

Christ’s giving of himself on the 
cross we are forgiven and 

restored to God and 
one another. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A striking feature of the opening 
hymn is that it is written in the 
present tense. This is powerful 

because it places us in 
community with those who 

witnessed the resurrection in 
their own lifetimes. “But the 
pains which He endured, our 

salvation have procured. 
Alleluia!”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is appropriate on Easter Day to 
use a litany of thanksgiving, 

praise, and prayer in place of the 
“confessional sequence.” 

 
From a triumphant Palm Sunday 

to a dark, betrayed Friday, we 
have journeyed to Easter. 

 
Wiser now, we know that joy and 
sorrow, life and death are bound 

together.  Yet it is life that 
triumphs over all and love that 

conquers fear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We sing on this Easter Sunday in 
thanksgiving for the gifts of 

renewal and new life. 
 

For the first time since Lent 
began, we stand, responding to 

the questions we’ve asked all 
season long. 

 

 
 
 

. 
 



HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

TIME WITH THE YOUNGER DISCIPLES 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING           The Chancel Choir 

  “This Joyful Eastertide”                        VERNON HOYLE 
  
SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 24:1-5a (5b, 8-9)        (Page 90, NT, Pew Bible) 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON THE LIVING AMONG THE DEAD       Reverend Joel Weible 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
  
*PROCLAMATION HYMN, NO. 108 
 “Christ Is Alive!”        TRURO 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH          from A BRIEF STATEMENT OF FAITH 

 

In life and death we belong to God. 
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  

of the Holy Spirit, we trust in one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
whom alone we worship and serve. 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or death can  
 separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
 
TIME OF GIVING THANKS                   CELEBRATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread: 
And forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors; 
And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom  
And the power and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
    

 

 

 
 
 

We invite children to come to the 
front at this time. 

 
 

In this anthem, the news of 
Christ’s resurrection is joyfully 

conveyed by the ever-higher 
phrases and final cascade of 

notes at the end of the refrain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 1968 Easter fell ten days after 
the assassination of Martin 

Luther King Jr., and the text of 
this hymn was written to express 

an Easter hope while mindful of 
that terrible event. Buoyed by a 
triple-arched tune, it affirms the 

presence of a wounded, risen 
Christ with all who suffer. 

 
 

In 1983 the two largest 
Presbyterian churches in the 

United States reunited.  “A Brief 
Statement of Faith” was 

commissioned and accepted for 
inclusion in the “Book of 

Confessions.” It celebrates the 
rediscovery that for all our 

diversity, we are bound together 
by a common faith and a 

common task. 
. 
 
 
 

We bring to God our joys and 
concerns, praying for the world, 

the church, and those close to us. 



PRESENTATION OF GIFTS, TITHES, AND OFFERINGS  

OFFERTORY    “I Know That My Redeemer Liveth”      G.F. HANDEL 

*DOXOLOGY 
 

 
* Or “God” 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
The risen Christ has always been with us.  In his name we dedicate our humble 
offering.  We are servants of our Lord, O God.  As we are empowered by the gift of 
our Risen Christ, use our gifts to carry on your redemptive work.  In love and with 
humility, we pray.  Amen 
 
*CLOSING HYMN NO. 104 

 “Christ is Risen!  Shout Hosanna!”      HYMN TO JOY 
 

    THE SENDING 

 

 *CHARGE AND BENEDICTION              
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 
 “Hallelujah Chorus”        G.F. HANDEL 
 
THE RINGING OF THE BELL 

POSTLUDE    “Open Now Thy Gates of Heaven”       PAUL MANZ 
 

      
PLEASE NOTE:  Food and drinks are not allowed in the Sanctuary 

  

All elements of recent services (transcripts, videos, and podcasts) may be heard on 
our website:  PeweeValleyPresbyterian.org 

   

 Get instant alerts by following us on Facebook and Twitter 

 
The offertory is the opening 

movement from the third part of 
Handel’s “Messiah.”  It’s taken 

from the Book of Job 19:25:  “For 
I know that my Redeemer lives, 

and that at the last he will stand 
upon the earth.” 

 
 
 
 

Doxology literally means “words 
of glory.” Doxologies have long 

been used by Jews and Christians 
to praise God. Here we honor 

and thank God “from whom all 
blessings flow.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the closing hymn, in 
commenting on this late 20th 

century text, the author has 
stressed his intention to affirm 

the social implications of an 
Easter faith: “Christian peace and 
justice finds its wellspring, not in 

moral zeal or guilty conscience, 
but in the resurrection.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Like today’s prelude, the 
postlude is a variation on the 

hymn tune, UNSER HERRSCHER.  
The postlude was arranged by 

American composer, Paul Manz 
(1919 – 2009).   His most famous 

organ works are his volumes of 
neo-Baroque chorale preludes 

and partitas which includes 
today’s selection. 

 


