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Foreword 
It isn't often that a church congregation has 

the privilege of celebrating a Centennial Year. 

This year marks the close of the first century 

in the history of the United Presbyterian Church 

of Pewee Valley. It is therefore fitting that in 

thanksgiving for our great heritage and in the 

worship of God, we observe this Centennial 

Year with special services throughout the year. 

To this purpose, we dedicate this booklet. 





T H E U N I T E D P R E S B Y T E R I A N C H U R C H 

of 

Pewee Valley, Ky. 

1966 - T H E C E N T E N N I A L Y E A R 

C A L E N D A R 

JANUARY 16 - The morning worship service, Dr; Love preaching, inaugarates the Centennial Year. We stand 
on the threshold of a second century i n the life of our Church. 

FEBRUARY - Publication of an historical booklet of Pewee Valley Church, giving the history of the church, 
the pastors who have served, and other pertinent information. 

MARCH - The men of the Church observe the Centennial in a special program of commitment to Christian 
service in this second century. 

APRIL - The Women of the Churdi relate their organization to the Centennial Year in a spedal program. 

M A Y - One Sunday in each month is designated as one of four Home Coming Sundays during May, June, 
July and August. We have four former pastors . . . Pitser M . Lyons, Douglas T. Ibach, George R. Edwards, 
and Earl Caldwell. The Rev. Dr. Pitser M . Lyons preaches on Sunday, May 8 and shares in that Month's 
Homecoming. ^ ; 

JUNE 12 - The Rev. Douglas Ibach 

JULY 31 - The Rev. Dr. George Edwards 

AUGUST - The Rev. Earl E. Caldwell 
( N O T E : I t is physically impossible to have a large number of visitors for one Home Coming worship 
service, then have dinner on the grounds and an afternoon service as is traditionally done. The above 
schedule allows time for each former pastor to worship and fellowship with our congregation.) 

SEPTEMBER - Christian Education Sunday using the Centennial theme. 

OCTOBER 25 - The Centennial Pageant presented in the Education Building i n the evening. The pageant cov
ers certain historical highlights i n the first century of the church i n Pewee Valley. 

NOVEMBER 20 - Centennial Communion Sunday. Dr . Andrew Rule, a former stated supply w i l l preach this 
Sunday. This is the formal observance of the establishment of the church, which was November 1866. 

DECEMBER 24 - The traditional midnight Christmas Eve service on the theme of the Centennial Year, the close 
of the first century and the begintiing of a second century of Christian witness in Pewee Valley. 



History of the Pewee Valley Church 

Pewee Valley is a suburban village eighteen miles from Louisville. The streets of the village, extending 
north and south along the LaGrange Road, are lined wi th tall trees forming Gothic Arches as they meet in the 
center. There is a peace and serenity about the village which, in the latter part of the last century, drew people 
away from the city to spend the summers in the country. Other people had permanent residences nestled among 
the trees back from the street. There was a white wooden fence in front of each place, and stone gate posts 
marked the entrance. -v--; • -̂̂  :-X^ :: • • • 

To this charming spot in November of 1886, came a committee from the Presbytery of Louisville to con
sider organizing a church there. The committee consisted of the Rev. J. L. McKee, the Rev. James Lapley, and 
Elder J. B. Kinkade. A congregation was organized and officers were elected. On November 17, 1866, the 
Session met in the Methodist Church in RoUington, a small village north of Pewee Valley, and formally organ
ized the Presbyterian Church of Pewee Valley. Among the organizing members were Alexander Craig, Mrs. 
Annie Craig, Mr . and Mrs. J. B. Rohrer, Miss Sarah McKee, Mr . Charles B. Cotton, Miss Jennie Cotton, Mr. 
Thomas Barclay, and Miss Jennie Mitchell. : 

While the church was being built, seiwices were held 
in what is now the Parish House. I t was built for a 
school where Mrs. Magruder, a sister of Judge Peter 
Muir, taught. Later it was used as a manse from the time 
of Dr. Cleland, 1884, until Dr. Hoge came in 1907. 

A year after the formal organization of the Pewee Valley Church the present sanauary was completed, and 
on November 21, 1867, Dr. B. H . McGowan preached the dedicatory sermon. The Rev. J. L. McKee was acting 
moderator for the church. The first member to join the church in 1867 was a Negro woman. Aunt Clary 
Gordon. In June 1870 Charles B. Cotton and his wife deeded the church property to the church "Trustees, J. H . 
Rohrer, Thomas B. Crawford, and J. M . Armstrong, and their successors here after to be elected." 

The progress of the church during the succeeding years was marked by the service of many ministers. A list of 
those who served follows: -

1866-1870 *The Rev. J. L. McKee f M r . Malcom Mclver 

1870-1872 The Rev. J. L. McKee - JMr. Tom Duncan 

1872-1873 * D r . N . F. Dick f M r . Tom Davidson 

1873-1877 The Rev. W . R. Brown |Mr. Dean Cope 

1877-1878 The Rev. W . K. Archibald ''^'•'ZY:6Z:-- |Mr. Elvin Crandell 

1880-1883 The Rev. S. E. Barr -1950 j M r . Pitser M . Lyons I I I 

1883-1885 *The Rev. F. M . Hopkins 1950-1951 The Rev. Pitser M . Lyons I I I 

1885-1886 The Rev. J. H . Reynard 1952-1953 f M r . Douglas T. Ibach 

1886-1892 The Rev. T. H . Cleland 1953-1955 The Rev. Douglas T. Ibach 

1892-1899 The Rev. J. C. Randolph 1956-1958 Dr. George Edwards 

1900-1906 The Rev. C. M . Creighton 1958-1965 The Rev. Earl E. Caldwell 

1907-1929 Dr. Payton H . Hoge 1965-1966 * D r . J. P. Love 

1929-1937 * D r . Jesse L. Cotton *-Stated Supply 

1937-1941 * D r . Andrew K. Rule |-Student Pastor 

1941- f Mr. John Fox . 



BIOGRAPHY OF T H E PASTORS AND 
STATED SUPPLIES OF T H E PEWEE V A L L E Y C H U R C H 
Although information about the early pastors of the Pewee Valley Church is hardly more than vital statistics, :.: 
i t shows the high calibre of pastors who have served this church. In many instances, they have been men who 
had served large churches before coming to Pewee Valley or who had held positions of honor and great re
sponsibilities in our Seminaries and Church Judicatories. 

DR. JOHN LAPSLEY McKEE, B.D. 
Dr. McKee was born February 16, 1827 in Garrard County, Kentucky. A graduate of Centre College, he later 
taught school in Danville, Kentucky, attended Princeton Seminary, the Danville Theological Seminary and was 
ordained in Columbia, Kentucky in 1856. In I860, he was installed and served as pastor of the Che^nut Street 
(later Warren Memorial) Church i n Louisville for ten years. He was installed as pastor of the Pewee Valley 
Church in 1871 and remained for one year. From there he went to Danville, Kentucky where he supplied the 
church and was professor of moral philosophy and vice-president of Centre College. -K ; 

T H E REV. W. R. BROWN v - -̂^ -Y^r.-^y/r^^ 
The Rev. W . R. Brown was born in Versailles, Kentucky, received his A . B. degree from Centre College in 1862 
and a D . D . Degree from Hanover College in 1883. He attended Danville Theological Seminary and was ordain
ed in 1865. He held pastorates at Georgetown, Kentucky and Leavenworth, Kansas before coming to Pewee -'• 
Valley to serve as pastor from 1873 to 1877. After this he served churches at Lake Forrest, Illinois and 
Madison, Indiana. 

T H E REV. S. E. BARR 
The Rev. S. E. Barr was born in Wooster, Ohio in 1824, attended Hanover College, Hanover, Indiana, and was 
ordained in Madison, Indiana, in 1852. He held pastorates at Livonia, Hopewell, and Charlestown, Indiana, 
was stated supply at Elkhart, Utica, Vernon, and Brownstown, Indiana. He was pastor of the Pewee Valley, 
Kentucky Church from 1880-1883. I n 1890 he retired and lived in Hanover, Indiana unti l his death in 1905. 

T H E REV. JOHN H . R E Y N A R D ^-^y-^y-i: -^^^^^ 
The Rev. John H . Reynard was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, attended Beloit College in Wisconsin and received 
his B. A. degree i n 1873. He was ordained i n 1876 and was pastor of churches at Nelson, Grand Island, and 
Central City in Nebraska; at Fair Play, Alma, Golden, and Silver O f f i n Colorado; and Bowling Green and 
Pewee Valley in Kentucky. 

DR. THOMAS H O R A C E C L E L A N D 
Dr. Thomas Horace Cleland was bom Dec. 19, 1816 i n Mercer County, Kentucky. When he was sixteen, he 
joined the Presbyterian Church of New Providence, Kentucky. He was graduated from Centre College in 1838. 
After spending two years i n Lane Theological Seminary, he entered Princeton in 1840 for his third year. He 
was ordained at Grier's Creek, Kentucky, on November 12, 1841. He taugjit i n the higb school in Lebanon, 
Kentucky and was stated supply at Bethel and Lebanon, Kentucky. During the years 1884 and 1885 he did work 
as an evangelist in Kansas and Kentucky. He was pastor of the Pewee Valley Presbyterian Chm-ch from 1885 
until his death in 1892. He received an honorary degree of D . D . from Hanover College, Indiana. 
Dr. Cleland was well and widely known as an earnest preacher, and was much beloved by the church at Pewee 
Valley. 

T H E REV. JAMES C U R R Y R A N D O L P H 
The Rev. J. C. Randolfh was born in Mercer County, Ky. , i n 1830. He was graduated from Centre College in 
1852 as validictorian of his class. He taught at Stanford and Nicholasville, Kentucky. He was the first student -
to matriculate in the Danville Theological Seminary, where he was graduated in 1856. After the war (Civ i l ) , 
he was elected to the chair of mathema'ics in Centre, which he held for nearly twenty years. A t the same time, 
he was pastor of the church at Lancaster, Kentucky. He served the Presbyterian Church at Shelbyville, Kentucky, 
for a short time before he was called to the Pewee Valley Church in 1892. He preached there until failing health 
compelled him to give up his work in 1899. He died i n 1902. He was spoken of as "useful and beloved minis
ter, a good preacher, and a faitbful minister of the W o r d . " 



T H E REV. CYRUS MURRAY C R E I G H T O N 
The Rev. Cyrus Murray Creighton was bom in 1873, was graduated from Park College in 1897 and the Pres
byterian Theological Seminary in Chicago in ISKK). Park College gave him an honorary D . D . degree, and after 
his ordination in 1900, he held pastorates at Pewee Valley, Ky. (1900-1907) Ypsilanti, Michigan (1907-1911) 
and Newark, New York (1913-1926). He died in 1926. 

DR. PEYTON HARRISON HOGE - D. D. (1884 - 1940) 
Dr. Peyton H . Hoge, Pastor and Pastor Emeritus of Pewee Valley Church from 1907-1929, was born on Janu
ary 6, 1854 at Hampden Sidney, Virginia. He worked his way through Hampden Sidney College and the 
Theological Seminary at Richmond Virginia. He was ordained and installed as pastor of Grace Mission, which 
is now the Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church of Richmond, Virginia. In 1884 he was called to succeed Dr. 
Joseph R. Wilson, father of Woodrow Wilson, as pastor of the First Presbyterian Church at Wilmington, 
North Carolina. In 1899 he was called to the Warren Memorial Presbyterian Church, (formerly at Fourth and 
Broadway) Louisville, Kentucky. 

As a member of the Board of Trustees of the Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, he was chairman of the build
ing and fund raising committee and was responsible for the planning and building of the Quadrangle at First 
and Broadway. A Homeletics class room in the Caldwell Chapel of the new Seminary is dedicated to his 
memory. . -; ; 

In his retirement sermon Dr. Hoge claimed one virtue, "T have preached Christ." His scholarly sermons were 
characterized by the depth of his understanding of what i t meant to preach Christ. During his ministry to die 
Pewee Valley Church, he made a significant contribution to the music program both by directing the choir, 
his own singing, and setting certain parts of the Psalms to music. 

DR. JESSE L E E C O T T O N , D.D., L.L.D. (1862 - 1937) 
Dr. Jesse Lee Cotton served the church as Stated Supply from 1930 until his death in 1937. 
He was born on a farm in Lawrence County, Pennsylvania, on Apr i l 28, 1862. He attended elementary school 
at Cotton School House near his father's farm. He was graduated from Westminister College at New Wilming
ton, Pennsylvania and Western Theological Seminary in Pittsburgh. He held pastorates at Slippery Rock, Para-
nassas and Coraopolis, Pennsylvania, and teaching positions at Princeton Theological Seminary, and Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary where he was head of the department of Old Testament Exegesis and f u l l professor after 
1910. Before serving as stated supply for Pewee Valley, he was stated supply of the Anchorage Presbyterian 
Church. 

Dr. Cotton's absolutely immaculate appearance contributed to his completely spiritual personality. I n his pres
ence one always felt that indeed he was in the presence of one of the saints of God. Nevertheless there was 
a warmth and loving concern about him which was evidence of the indwelling of Christ in him. 

DR. ANDREW K. R U L E 
Dr. Andrew K. Rule served as Stated Supply from 1938 to 1941. 
Dr. Rule was born in Melbourne, Australia, October 24, 1893. The following year the family moved to New 
Zealand, where he lived until 1916. In that year he entered Princeton Theological Seminary, from which he 
was graduated in 1919 with the degree of B.D. From 1921 to 1923 Dr. Rule studied at Edinburgh, Scotland and 
Bonn, Germany receiving a Ph.D. degree from Edinburgh in 1923. His teaching career included Friends Uni
versity, Wichita, Kansas, 1919 to 1921; Illinois College, Jacksonville, Illinois, 1923 to 1927; Louisville Pres
byterian Seminary 1927 to 1962, where he taught Church History and Apolegetics. He is presently Associate 
Pastor of the Des Peres Presbyterian Church in St. Louis. 

Dr. Rule speaks of his service at Pewee Valley as "a delightful relationship with the Pewee Valley Presby
terian Church." I t was indeed that. He was a loyal and devoted leader, giving the church good counsel and 
advice, praise and commendation when i t was needed. Daring the lean years of struggle and all but stagnation. 
Dr. Rule gave inspiration and encouragement which tided the church over this difficult period. 



DR. PITSER M. LYONS III 
Dr. Pitser M . Lyons, I I I , was born in Rogersville, Tennessee, March 16, 1923. He attended Central Missouri 
Teachers College, King College and the Louisville Presbyterian Seminary. From 1947 to 1950 he was student 
pastor of the Pewee Valley Church. Upon graduation from the Seminary, he was ordained and installed as 
pastor of the Pewee Valley Church, becoming the first fu l l time pastor to serve the church in over twenty 
years of service by stated supplies. After a year as Pastor in Pewee Valley, he accepted a call to be the pastor 
of the Colonial Heights Presbyterian Church near Kingsport, Tennessee. While pastor there. King College 
granted him a D.D. degree. In January, 1966, he accepted a call to become pastor of the Strathmoor Presby
terian Church of Louisville, Ky. The Pewee Valley Church owes a real debt of gratitude to "Pi t " Lyons, as 
he is affectionately known to many of our congregation. Under his leadership the church took on new life and 
began to grow and expand in all areas. 

T H E REV. DOUGLAS T. IBACH 
The Rev. Douglas T. Ibach was student pastor, then ordained pastor of the Pewee Valley Presbyterian Church 
from 1952 to 1955. Mr . Ibach was born in Phtstown, Pennsylvania in 1925. During W o r l d War I I he served 
in the Navy, was graduated from Temple University in 1950 and attended Temple School of Theology for 
two years before entering Louisville Presbyterian Seminary from which he graduated in 1953. Upon graduation, 
he was ordained and installed as pastor of the Pewee Valley Church. I n 1955 he accepted a call to West Not
tingham Presbyterian Church and Academy. I n 1961 he took a position with the Board of National Missions 
and the Synod of Pennsylvania to organize a new church in the West Hampfield area of Irvin . The church 
now has 450 members and is self supporting. 

During his pastorate at Pewee Valley "Doug" did a significant job with the young people. The two rows of 
teen-age boys who occupied seats near the front was an inspiration to everyone. The planning and completing 
of the Christian Education Building was an accomplishment during his pastorate. ,z -y^-.-,- y . - - : ^ ^ 

DR. GEORGE R. EDWARDS 
Dr. George R. Edwards was born in Memphis, Tennessee i n 1920. His college education at Southwestern was 
interrupted by W o r l d War I I . In lieu of army duty, be entered Civilian Public Service. I n 1946 he was re
leased from Civilian Public Service and employed in Italy with the American Friends Service Committee and 
UNRRA, doing relief work. He was graduated from Louisville Presbyterian Seminary in 1951 and completed 
his Ph.D. studies at Duke in 1955. He served churches in Pittsboro and Durham, North Carolina and was pas
tor of ihe Pewee Valley Presbyterian Church from 1956 to 1958 when he went to the Louisville Seminary as 
Professor of New Testament. 

Among the many contributions "George" made to the Pewee Valley Church was a personal ministry to each 
member of tbe congregation. One member made the remark, "Why does George preach at me every Sunday?" 
He always gave each one something to take home and live by during the week. 



T H E REV. E A R L E. C A L D W E L L 

Mr. Earl E. Caldwell was born in Dickson, Tennessee, September 24, 1928. He received his A.B. degree from 
Bethel College in 1950. After attending Vanderbilt University School of Religion for one year, he came to the 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary in 1953 and received his B.D. degree in 1955. His first pastorate was in Auburn, 
Kentucky. I n 1958 he came to the Pewee Valley Presbyterian Cburch which he served for seven years. He was 
moderator of the Synod of Kentucky, in 1965. I n October, 1965 he began his ministry to the Central Presby
terian Church in Owensboro, Kentucky. 

During Mr. Caldwell's pastorate at Pewee Valley the indebtedness on the Educational Building was retired, the 
sanctuary refurbished, a new furnace installed and the parking area paved. Additional improvements were made 
to the existing Parish House, the church manse and an additional tract of land was secured for the church 
property. Several innovations were made in the church school program during Mr. Caldwell's pastorate and he 
enjoyed his work with the youth of the church and community. The church had just completed the first phase 
of its sociological Self-Study program when his pastorate was terminated. I t is hoped that this study w i l l pro
vide the incentive and raw materials for projecting the congregation's future. 

DR. JULIAN PRICE L O V E 

Dr. Love served as stated supply of the Pewee Valley 
Presbyterian Church after the resignation of the Rev. 
Earl Caldwell. v : -. X : ; vx 

He was born in Lexington, Kentucky in 1894. He grew 
up in Southern Ohio and attended Miami University 
at Oxford, Ohio, where he received his A.B. degree in 
1915, and D.D. in 1933. He received his Masters and 
Ph.D. degrees from the University of Cincinnati. He 
attended Lane Seminary and graduated in 1918. After 
his ordination, he was pastor of a church in Dayton, 
Ohio from 1918 to 1921. Then he went to Lane Semi
nary as professor of New Testament and was there for 
ten years. In 1931 he came to the Louisville Seminary 
as Professor of Biblical Theology, which he held for 
thirty-five years. He was acting President of the Louis
ville Seminary from October 1964 to February 1966. 

Dr. Love has written a number of books. Perhaps the 
best known is How To Read The Bible. Others he has 
written are Missionary Message Of The Bible, The 
Gospel And The Gospels, Volume 25 of the Layman's 
Bible Commentary and a paper back From Clay To 
Ror/fe about Peter. 

His community activities have included being a member 
of the High School Lecture Team, member of the board 
of directors of the Trinity Concert Association, and a 
member of the first Interracial Commission in Louisville. 
Dr. Love has served as moderator for the Pewee Valley 
Church in the past and now as stated supply. He holds 
a warm place in our hearts for both his deep spirituality 
and his genuine friendship with us. 



The real history of the church is written, not in the dates and lives of its pastors, but in the minutia of inci
dents, activities of its organizations, and the contributions of its members. The following items are copied from 
the minutes of the Session over the years and gives a picture of the church through the years. 

SEPTEMBER 1868 . . . "Session met after sermon . . . A motion that on next Sabbath a collection be taken up 
for defraying the expenses of the church was passed. I t was also determined that hereafter we should make a 
regular practice of taking up collections for the various purposes indicated by the advice of the General 
Assembly . . . " 

MARCH 8, 1871 . . . " I t is ordered by the Session to introduce the envelope system of raising all the funds of 
the church, which shall be conducted on the following order: 

First . . . Contributions shall be made in one sum. 

Second . . . A l l Current expenses of the Church shall be paid out of funds so raised. 

Third . . . The surplus w i l l be distributed by the session at its discretion to those objects which are supported 
by the Church. ^̂̂̂^ ^ ^ -

Fourth . . . Collertions are to be taken up every Lord's day. 

Fifth . . . The Pastor and Clerk of the Session are ordered to print a circular to be distributed in the 
congregation setting forth the whole scheme. 

AUGUST 8, 1871 . . . " I t was ordered that the money placed in the hands of the Treasurer as the proceeds 
of the first festival held by the last mentioned society (Missionary Society), about $41.00 be appropriated 
towards paying for the room in the Working-Woman's Home in Louisville which was to be furnished by this 
church. Also that proceeds of the second festival (about $108.00) be used in f i t t ing up the Session Room." 

OCTOBER 1, 1899 . . . "On motion of H . M . Woodruff , Arthur Middleton was recommended to the care of 
Presbytery as a candidate for the Ministry." 

JUNE 22, 1906 . . . " A letter addressed to the members of the Pewee Valley Presbyterian Church from H . M . 
Woodruff, Clerk of Session, protested the calling of a congregational meeting to introduce the rotary system 
in office. He felt i t could not be worked successfully and that "the real object and purpose of the promoters 
of this scheme is to eject two of the present Ruling Elders from the Session." The letter ends with, " I warn you 
against this procedure which w i l l be productive of evil and that continually." 

M A Y 27, 1951 . . . " I n order to comply with the recommendations of General Assembly and to facilitate the 
completing of our end of year church records, the Session hereby instructs the Sunday School to install class 
rolls and attendance records and i f necessary to elect a secretary to complete this work." 

OCTOBER 28, 1951 . . . "The Session, aware of the growing needs of the Sunday School and the Church pro
gram for additional facilities, discussed the advisability of presenting a building program to the congregation 
for their consideration." 

MARCH 10, 1954 . . . "Congregational Meeting . . . The call of the meeting was for the purpose of hearing 
(he report of the Building Committee and to take any action concerning the proposed new building that the 
Congregation deemed necessary." 



SEPTEMBER 26, 1954 . . . The Education Building 
was dedicated. 

OCTOBER 20, 1954 . . . The Church was incorporated. 

JUNE 1956 . . . The Manse was remodeled throughout 
and four rooms added. 

JUNE 1964 . . . The Sanctuary was refurbished. New 
pews, chancel furniture, and carpets were installed 
along with a controlled lighting system. The interior 
and exterior were painted. 

Many laymen have contributed to the life of the Pewee 
Valley Presbyterian Church as Sunday School teachers, 
officers in the church, or workers in the Women's 
Organization, but few have contributed as much as 
Miss Mary T. Cleland. A history of the church would 
not be complete without mentioning the work and 
influence of "Miss Mamie". She came to the church 
when her father came as pastor in 1884. From then 
until her death in 1956 she exerted an influence for 
good in the church and community. I t was through her 
benevolence and generosity that the Manse on Maple Avenue came to the church. She gave encourage.-nent 
and support to the young ministers wiho have served the church. She kept a kindly eye on the young people of 
the church and was an influence for good for them. Her life has had a lasting effect on the life of her beloved 
church. . \ X / / - : V-',v Xv - ' .• ."X;.; • X - ^ ^ 

Another milestone in the history of the church was the election of Mil ton Carl Stoess as Moderator of the 
Synod of Kentucky, UPUSA in 1957 and 1958. He was the first layman to hold this office in twenty-two 
years in the Synod of Kentucky, and the only Moderator to be re-elected. 

Another first in the church's history was the election of two women as Ruling Elders, Mrs. Ray Deibel in 1963 
and Miss Elizabeth Haskins in 1965. 

The ministry of the Pewee Valley Presbyterian Church has been manifest not only to its own members but 
also to others. Members and pastors of the church have served on the South Oldham and Oldham County 
Church Councils and have participated in Community Church services. 

During the hundred years of the existence of the church there have been four young men who have gone into 
the ministry. The earliest is mentioned in the Sunday School records for January 29, 1888, "The pastor is 
absent, but one of our former Sunday School scholars. Lap McKee, now a minister, w i l l conduct our service 
today." The Session minutes of 1899 mentions the name of Arthur Middleton as a candidate for the ministry. 
Mayo Smith, a member of the Pewee Valley Church was ordained as a minister in 1956 and is now serving as 
Associate Secretary of the Division of Pre-Communicant Education of the Board of Christian Education in 
Philadelphia. The most recent member from our church to go into the ministry is Stewart Ellis, who is now 
studying at Princeton Seminary. 

The Sunday Church School 

The Sunday Church records from 1868 to 1894 furnish an interesting an unique story of not only the Church 
School, but of the Church itself. The attendance was kept of the teachers and members, broken down into the 
number of males and females attending. In addition to this there was a "remarks" column which contained 
interesting notations. For example . . . 

MARCH 28, 1880 . . . Easter Day — Cold with drizzling rain. Sunday School small. Eleven o'clock services 
omitted so congregation can attend the Episcopal Church, Mr . Pearson preaching there. Dr. Rowley preach
ing here tonight. . . . . 



FEBRUARY 6, 1881 . . . Cold but sunshiny. No Sunday School in consequence of the funeral of Mr . Charles 
Muir. The morning service in the church also omitted. Mr . Bar officiated at the funeral at Mr . Muir's resi
dence. Services at the church tonight. - ' s- : -- :^-- :^ 

OCTOBER 3, 1882 . . . Beautiful fall day. Sunday School looks well. Today the college class well attended 
and adult class better. . , 

January 29, 1888 

Cold icy morning. The heavy sleet that fell two 
weeks ago continues. The most remarkable spell of 
cold and sleet for years. The sun shines brightly this 
morning which indicates warmer weather. The Sun
day School is fairly attended. The pastor is absent, 
but one of our former Sunday School scholars, Mr . 
McKee, now a minister w i l l conduct our services 
today. 

April 7, 1889 

Most charming morning. A l l nature seems to enter 
the refrain to spring. The birds are singing. The 
budding trees and blooming of the fruits join to re
joice the age and charm the senses. Sunday School 
fairly well attended. 

May 4, 1890 

M i l d spring day. Commenced to rain about time 
Sunday School should begin, hence the tardy ones 
excused themselves from attendance. No service in 
church today, the pastor being absent. Bishop Dud
ley w i l l conduct service at the Episcopal Church, 
first time in a year that the Episcopal Church has 
had service. 

June 7, 1891 
Pleasant day, i f anything a little cool for June. Sun
day School well attended. Presume there w i l l be 
fewer next Sunday as the college young ladies w i l l 
leave this coming week. Also the secretary and 
teacher of the Infant Class w i l l be absent. 

May 15, 1892 
Warm spring day. Congregation meeting conducted 
by. Dr. McNair resulted in the unanimous call of Dr. 
J. S. Randolph to the pastorate of this church. The 
subscriptions to the expenses of the church were most 
encouraging and ample. 

October 22, 1894 

Charming morning and just such a time in autumn 
when our foilage is the most lovely — our village 
never looked more beautiful. We miss from school 
today a number of our members who have left for 
the city for the winter and perhaps not to return. 
Our school is much smaller than a year ago. 



The records show that the enrollment of the Sunday School varied from 115 to 145. The attendance was in 
the sixties. The names of those whose attendance for the year 1888 was perfect were: Superintendent H . M . 
Woodruff, and scholars Karl Engelhardt, Edward and Albert Sauer. I n 1893 perfect attendance records were 
held by Karl , Carlotta and Dora Engelhardt. - . j r . 

The Sunday School Staff for many years consisted of Superintendent, Secretary, Librarian, and Teachers. T i e 
Superintendents have been men who have been active i n all phases of work of the church. Mr . H . M . Woodruff 
was superintetident in 1888. Mr . E. H . Matthews and M r . F. E. Gatchel served as superintendents alternately 
from 1917 until Mr . Matthews' death in 1933. Mr . Gatchel continued as superintendent until his death in 1947. 
Mr. Gatchel was also Sunday School teacher for the young people. Many of the leaders in the church today 
received their early knowledge of the Bible in Mr . Gatchel's class. Mr . Fred Metz was superintendent in 1916. 
Milton Carl Stoess became superintendent after the death of Mr . Gatchel. Clayton E. Stoess became superinten
dent in 1958 and was succeeded in 196I by Elizabeth Haskins. Woolsey Caye served as superintendent in 1964 
and 1965 and was succeeded by Woodrow L. Moore i n 1966, X s : . 

There have been many Sunday School teachers who have given years of dedicated and devoted service in teach
ing both children and adults; Miss Fannie Craig, Judge P. B. Muir , J. H . Rohrer, Mrs. J. M . Armstrong, Mrs. 
T. H . Cleland and C. B. Cotton were some of the teachers in the years 1868 through 1894. In the early years 
of the nineteen hundreds; Cary Hoge, Mrs. Annie Fellows Johnston, Miss Kate Matthews, and E. H . Mat
thews were teachers, with Mrs. Cleland still teaching the Primary Class. About 1930 M r . & Mrs. John Grundy 
came to live with Mrs. Grundy's sister. Miss Mamie Cleland. For the next ten years Mrs. Grundy had a class 
of teen-age girls. One of the current teachers said of her, "Mrs. Grundy had more influence for good in my 
life than any one else." 

Unt i l about 1929 all the Sunday School classes were held in the various corners of the sanctuary. Mrs. Cleland's 
Primary Class met to the right of the organ and Mrs. Grundy's class met to the left of the organ. In 1927 
when Mrs. Cleland became i l l , she had heen teaching the Primary Class in the Pewee Valley Church for forty-
two years. At the time of her illness she asked Miss Iris Haskins to take her class. Miss Haskins has taught this 
Primary Class for the last thirty-eight years. The Primary Class when Mrs. Cleland died, consisted of all ages 
from the babies of the church to the teenagers. I n 1929 Miss Haskins took the class to the Parish House where 
the class is now held. When Mr . Lyons came to the church as student minister, the Sunday Church School was 
organized according to the graded plan of Child Care, Kindergarten, Primary, Junior, Junior High, Senior 
High and Adults. 

I t is interesting to note that there has always been a Church Library. Miss Fannie Craig served as librarian in 
her lifetime and Miss Elise Gisiger in later years. A t present the library is being re-established under the direc
tion of Mrs. Theodore Ta inor and Mrs. Harold Smith. ': X X - ^̂̂^̂  x • " ; > 

The Sunday Church School has had a mission of training the children of the church for Christian participation 
in the life of the church and the community. The fact that many of the present Church School teachers, elders, 
and deacons were former pupils in the Church School testifies to the fulfillment of the mission. 



The Men's Fellowship 
Sessions minutes for Apr i l 24, 1949 no:e that plans were made for the first meeting of Presbyterian Men's 
Fellowship to be held on A p r i l 27. The group organized at that time has made a definite contribution to the 
life of the church. Meetings have been held monthly at which dinner is served by the women of the church. 
Speakers from various sources have brought messages of interest and concern to the men. The meetings have 
contributed to an understanding of the spiritual relation of the men in the business and professional world as 
well as to their church. The annual Fish Fry put on entirely by the men (the women do make the pies) is an 
occasion of real fellowship among the men. Each year a number of men have attended the Annual Men's 
Meeting in Chicago. , . / :/• ;\ : - ; , 'X- 'xr- ; . . ; :v •• •̂• . • -• • • 

The men who have served as president of the Men's Fellowship are: 

1949 — Howard Orr 1958 — A l . Sternby 
1950 — Chet. Tinsley 1959 — Lynn Stanforth 
1951 — L. W . Marker, Jr. 1960 — Wil l is Barmore 
1952 — Matthews Fletcher 1961 — Woolsey Caye 
1953 — George Dyer 1962 — Lester Green 
1954 — Charles Littrell 1963 — Andrew Herdt, Jr. 
1955 — Thomas D. Murphy 1964 — W m . K. Herdt, Jr. 
1956 — Clayton Stoess 1965 — Roger Smith 
1957 — Ed. Ellis 1966 — Roger Smith 

The Women of the Church 
The Women of the Church have manifested their faith through the stewardship of their time and money. An 
earlier history of the church written by Miss Kate Matthews and Mrs. Bessie Wood contains some items which 
bear out this statement: 

"The young people workers in the Pewee Valley Church in 1888 were known as the Busy Bess, comjprising 
about fifteen in number. The older people were known as the Missionary Society, about 12 in number." 
" I n 1894 the Busy Bees merged into the King's Daughters; then the King's Daughters became the Ladies Aid 
Society in 1909, doing local benevolences, etc. 

"Money was raised by the sale of the Little Colonel post cards, suppers, food sales, bazaars, movies, rummage 
sales, ice cream fetes, valentine parties, Easter festivals. Dr. Cotton's annual suppers for his students, white 
elephant sales, cafeteria suppers, colonial teas, silver teas, traveling baskets, and sums made individually by the 
turn-over of a fifty cent piece, and later on a quarter." 

" A l l the prominent members of the Presbyterian Church 
were always wil l ing to work. The names of all the 
presidents are as follows: 

Mrs. J. M . Armstrong, Mrs. Blanch Smith, Mrs. Rey
nard, Mrs. H . W . Woodruff, Mrs. T. H . Cleland, Miss 
Fanny Craig, Mrs. Thomas Floyd Smith, Mrs. Morris 
Gifford, Mrs. W . K. Allen, Mrs. Jacob Herdt, Mrs. C. 
M . Osborn, Miss Lillian Fletcher, Miss Mary T. Cle
land, Mrs. Will iam Herdt, Mrs. O. M . Tomlinson 
(first Auxiliary President)." 

Those who have served as president after 1939 are: 
Mrs. Walter Groves, Mrs. Matthews Fletcher, Mrs. Ed
ward Ellis, Mrs. George Dyer, Mrs. Ray Deibel, Mrs. 
Chester Wagner, and Miss Iris Haskins. 

Miss Kate Matthews was Treasurer for sixty years. 
When she retired, a gift in her honor was given to the 
Seminary for the student loan fund to help individual 
students when times of financial crisis arose. 

L . to R.: Mrs. Lowton, Miss Louro Woodruff, Miss Florence 
Matthews, Miss Fanny Craig, Rev. Mr. Creighton, Mrs. Craig, 
and M I S S Frances Lawton. Circa 1903 . 



Music of the Church 
There are many who must be remembered for their 
ministry to the church through music. One of the first 
organists was Russell Armstrong. In the late eighteen 
hundreds and early nineteen hundreds Miss Fanny Craig 
was the organist. In 1908 an Aeolian organ was given 
to the church by M r . and Mrs. C. A. Culbertson in 
memory of Alice Craig Gatchel. Miss Fannie Craig 
played it until the new electric organ was bought in 
1925. A tribute to her is found on the plaque on the 
organ with the inscription, "Her whole life was a 
service of love". 

Mrs. Jessee Joy became the organist and served unti l 
her death in 1950 — twenty-five years of devoted ser
vice. She gave to the church the benefit of her excellent 
musical education and ability, playing the organ with 
a real master's touch. She also gave music lessons to 
many of the young people of the community, among 
them our present organist. 

Mrs. Wil l iam Herdt often played the organ in the absence of Mrs. Joy. She also played for the worship ser
vice of the Sunday School. Miss Mary G. Johnston, a contemporary of Mrs. Joy, played the organ for Sunday 
School worship service for many years. 

Mr. Ed. Matthews' contribution to the church music and otherwise is commemorated by the plaque on the or
gan. I t bears the dates of his life 1873-1932, and this inscription, "Faithfully serving in every office in this 
church, he devoted to its interest his fine business ability and enriched its services with his inspiring music." 
Mr . Ed. Matthews and his violin were a vital part of the music of worship. -

For about ten years between 1945 and 1955, Mrs. Brent Mi l l ion was choir director. She not only made a sig
nificant contribution in training the choir, but added to the beauty of the singing with her lovely soprano 
voice. 

. Th« Aeol ian Organ 

At present the choir director is Mrs. Frank Mahin assisted by Mrs. Wil l iam Stewart. Mrs. Mahin has given 
the members of the choirs, both adult and children, a splendid training in music as related to choir work. 
A very special tribute should be paid to our present organist, Mrs. L. W . Marker, Jr. She has been faithful, 
giving her time and talent cheerfully and graciously during both the good and lean years of church music. She 
has a special touch of the organ which lends itself to the music in our sanctuary. 

In addition to these special people, the faithful mem
bers of the choirs should be remembered for their con
tribution to the service of worship. 

Rafurblshad interior of Ihe present Sanctuary, Easter Sunday 
1965. This and ether 1966 photographs by Richard N. Duncan. 



At the Close of the First Century 
and the Beginning of the Second 

Looking backward, we have traced the history of the Pewee Valley Presbyterian Church in the peaceful coun
try village. Looking forward we see the Pewee Valley Church facing the merging of the village into a suburban 
community. Subdivisions springing up, supermarkets and super highways changing the economic and cultural 
scene. 

This is the scene on which the first Century of the Pewee Valley Church's witness closes. I t is a time of chal
lenge, of change, of relating our Theology to today's needs, and the re-dedication of our lives in His service. 
The Congregation of the Pewee Valley Presbyterian Church feel this vibrant challenge and recognize the chang
ing scene of our community. This Centennial Year is dedicated to this recognition of the closing of the first 
century and the beginning of the second century of our church's life. We recognize this for the challenge i t is, 
for the church to move forward spiritually and physically to meet the needs of the growing community and to 
become truly, the Body of Christ. 

In this year, 1966 A.D. , the beginning of our Second Century of service, we dedicate ourselves to this goal. 



C H U R C H D I R E C T O R Y 

T H E U N I T E D P R E S B Y T E R I A N C H U R C H 

in 

Pewee Valley, Ky. 
1966 

Dr. Julian P. Love, Stated Supply 

Mrs. L. W . Marker, Jr., Organist Mrs. John Watts, Treasurer 
Mrs. Richard Cook, Church Secretary Mrs. Frank Mahin, Choir Director 
Miss Frances Corrigan, Communion Steward - Mrs. W m . Stewart, Ass't. Choir Director 

Carl Berry, Sexton 

Woolsey Caye -
W . K. Herdt 
Woodrow L. Moore, Sr. 

J. Earl Coffey 
Frank Conn 
James Stoess 

Woodrow L. Moore, Sr., Secretary 
Richard Moore, Secretary 

Mrs. Richard Cook 

Miss Iris Haskins, President 
Miss Elizabeth Haskins, Secretary 

SESSION 
Lester Greene -
Miss Elizabeth Haskins 
Clayton E. Stoess, Sr. 

DEACONS 
Ritiiard Duncan, Sr. 
John Watts, Sr. 
Otis R. Chaudoin 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

Y O U T H ADVISORS 
(Junior Highs) 

WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION 

Edward B. Ellis 
Frank Mahin 
Mi l ton C. Stoess, Sr. 

Ray Deibel 
Miss Iris Haskins 
Lloyd Hester 

Edward B. Ellis, Ars't. Supt. 
Bob Tyler, Ass't. Supt. 

Donald Whitehouse 

Mrs. Edward B. Ellis, Vice-President 
Mrs. Ray Deibel, Treasurer 

Mrs. Frank Conn 

SOUTH O L D H A M CHURCH COUNCIL 
Lester Greene Charles Littrell 

George Dyer, Jr. 
Frank Mahin 

Miss Idella Ferguson, DCE 
Kooskia, Idaho 

Matthews Fletcher 
John Watts 

SELF-STUDY COMMITTEE 
Edward B. Ellis 
Mrs. W . F. May, Jr. 

OUR FRATERNAL WORKERS 
The Rev. & Mrs. W m . Hopper 
Abadan, Iran 

C E N T E N N I A L COMMITTEE 
Mil ton C. Stoess, Sr., Chairman 

Miss Elizabeth Haskins 
Woodrow Moore, Sr. 

The Rev. Samuel Simmonds 
Barrow, Alaska 

Miss Elizabeth Haskins 
Mrs. L. W . Marker, Jr. 


