The Singers and the Song
Psalm 150
Having heard the First Psalm sung and the last Psalm read, we have “bookended” our Psalter, those one-hundred and fifty songs in the middle of the First Testament of our sacred scripture.  These Psalms, or songs, are the religious poetry of a particular community and in them we encounter the voices of individuals and communities speaking of predicaments and possibilities in their lives of faith.  The songs of ancient Israel are, of course, still sung today – added to the many, many more songs that are part of our own lives of faith.  They are sung because we must sing!  
Let me read you something:  Read Chapter 1 of The Singer, by Calvin Miller
And so he did.  The Singer in Calvin Miller’s poetic trilogy is Jesus.  Jesus first sang and we’ve been singing every since.  Perhaps we have been a bit reticent to sing all the verses or to sing too loud, but we have been singing for over two thousand years.  And we’ve found ways to accompany the song of Life that is ours. 


This morning we are celebrating our song and the instrument that most often accompanies it, in this final dedication service of our Hybrid Pilcher/Johannus Organ.  The first public presentation was way back on Memorial Day weekend, Sunday, May 25th.  On that afternoon we were joined by Carol Bockey of Portland Avenue Presbyterian in Louisville and Bradley Johnson of St. Paul’s Episcopal in New Albany, hearing music from Bach, Beleir, Willan, and Held.  In the middle of the summer, on the afternoon July 20th, Dr. Janet Hamilton of St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Lanesville and Professor of Music at IU Southeast, shared Bach, Beethoven, Mozart among other composers with us.


And this morning, we complete our “trinity of dedication services” during the holiest hour of our common life, gathered all together, with our staff and volunteer  musicians, our own music ministries, and (of course) all of you.  We formally and finally dedicate our organ and its sound to the Glory of God.

Back in 2009, we called together a Music Ministry Team to lead us in the development of a revitalized music program for the church.   A new Elder position was created to represent and guide this music ministry and the ministry of the Team.  Matt Killion was the first Elder liaison we had for the Team.  Sis Sleadd is our sitting Elder at this date. You’ll remember that the physical layout of the choir loft was changed to accommodate a much larger choir.  We moved the loft from the left side of the chancel to the right and expanded the seating.  Soon after a camera system linking the organist with the choir director was installed.  A music donation program that allows the entire congregation to participate was developed and special summer music concerts were started as a way to reach out into the community.


The next, and final step (so far!) was upgrading our beloved Pilcher pipe organ.  There have been significant changes made, in “ranks and consoles, pipes and swell shutters.”  For the organist, it has added more versatility in voicing and provides many more options with respect to the music played.  For the choirs and their directors, it affords wider choices for music selections.  But the most notable difference, from the standpoint of all of you who gather in the pews each Sunday morning, is in the tremendous quality of sound improvement.  And while the journey is never over, all of these improvements have helped us to further realize our vision of a “stronger and more vibrant music ministry” for our church and community.  We’re not done, but we’re pausing to celebrate where we’ve been, where we are, and all of you who have made it possible.
In the first Organ Dedication service Walter included a quote from Reformer Martin Luther:  

I wish to see all arts, principally music, in the service of Him who gave and created them, (Luther wrote).  Music is a fair and glorious gift of God.  I wouldn't for the world forgo my humble share of music.  Singers are never sorrowful, but are merry, and smile through their troubles in song.  Music makes people kinder, gentler, more staid, and reasonable.  I am strongly persuaded that after theology, there is no art that can be placed on a level with music, for besides theology, music is the only art capable of affording, peace and joy of the heart - the devil flees before the sound of music almost as much as before the Word of God.  – Martin Luther 
And we have much more music to offer this morning, so let us continue our song and keep the “devil on the run!”

To the Glory of God.  Amen.
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