
Bridesmaids, Get Ready


Prayer of Illumination 
Pray with me. 
Lord, open our hearts and minds 
by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that as the Scriptures are read 
and your Word is proclaimed, 
we may hear with joy 
what you say to us today. Amen. 


Scripture Reading   
Matthew 25:1-13 
New Revised Standard Version 

Listen for a word from God. 
The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids 

1 And Jesus said to his disciples, “The kingdom of heaven will be like this.  
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.  

2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.  
3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them;  

4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.  
5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept.  

6 But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’  
7 Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.  

8 The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’  
9 But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us;  

you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’  
10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came,  

and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet;  
and the door was shut.  

11 Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’  
12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’  

13 Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 
The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 




Sermon 
Introduction 
Has anyone else read this puzzling parable and thought to themselves, "Wow, this groom is a bit 
of a bridezilla?!" I think I thought that once. Then I was a bride... 
As most of you know, 4 months ago, Patrick and I were married. Please don't take his absence 
this morning as a sign for how well we are doing. Don't worry - he is, ironically, attending 
another wedding out of town today. In our wedding party, I had 3 bridesmaids, and Patrick's best 
"man" was actually a woman. That is 4 women, 4 dresses, 4 pairs of shoes. It seemed easy 
enough. Ah, how wrong I was. 
Bridesmaid shoes. I am pretty sure they still haunt my nightmares. My maid of honor's arches 
fell. One bridesmaid couldn't walk in heels without hobbling. And our best "man" locked her 
knees during the ceremony until she almost fainted... There came a point when I too may have 
cried out like a bridezilla to my bridesmaids, "I tell you the truth, I don't know you!" 
Recap 
In this wedding story, it is not shoes or dresses - it is oil. Weddings always seem to go awry, I 
suppose. Something always goes wrong... 
The story tells us about 10 bridesmaids. In the Jewish tradition of the time, the task of the 
bridesmaids was to welcome the groom when he arrived at the banquet. As darkness falls, the 
bridesmaids light their lamps, and they begin their vigil waiting for the groom to come.  
However, 5 of the bridesmaids came prepared for the task ahead, and 5 did not. Inevitably, the 
so-called "foolish" bridesmaids run out of oil and their lamps go out. And when the groom 
finally arrives, the foolish bridesmaids are not there to meet them. They ultimately miss him, 
because they are off making a midnight run to OilMart, or some other 24/7 big box oil store, to 
buy some more.   
I can imagine the groom's frustration. As a bride, I can commiserate. But you and I both know 
that the point of this text is far deeper than mere shoes or oil when the groom shuts the door. 
Jesus is not simply telling his disciples yet another story of a wedding gone awry. No, we know 
that there is some deeper meaning here when Jesus warns his disciples and us at the end of this 
strange tale to "keep awake."   
A Story of Stewardship? 
So what does it mean? Often it has been interpreted to describe a time of future judgment, when 
God will ultimately decide who will be "in" and who will be "out" of the Kingdom. If that is 
truly the case, then this story admittedly seems a bit horrifying.  




If preparedness is a criteria for God's grace, then I am afraid. Because I’m fairly certain that I 
would have been among the foolish bridesmaids. Yes, there are some people who are incredibly 
prepared, always plan way in advance, and always arrive early. Yes, there are such people. I 
know that some of you here are like that - <cough> Matt Killion. John Bott. <cough> But I’m 
not one of them. 
And even more frightening, even when the foolish bridesmaids ask for help, the other 
bridesmaids refuse to share, saying that there is not enough for all of them. And even as they beg 
at the door, now with oil in hand, the groom claims that he has never known them. If this is an 
image of the coming Kingdom, I wonder, can a loving God really be so cold? How does this fit 
in any way, shape or form with what Jesus teaches earlier in Matthew 7? 

"Ask, and it will be given to you; 
seek, and you will find; 

knock, and the door will be opened for you." (v. 7) 
What is most troubling is that the foolish bridesmaids were not acting out of some evil intent. 
They waited in the dark for the groom for hours. They obviously wanted to be part of the 
wedding banquet. They wanted to see the bridegroom. They seem to be genuinely good people. 
And yet, without their extra oil, without that work, without that preparation, without their 
contribution, it just was not enough. 
Perhaps, then, we have gotten it wrong. Perhaps the story of these bridesmaids is not speaking of 
a coming kingdom that is in some far off future or away in some distant heavenly realm. No, I 
think that it is speaking to us right here right now. Because this is ultimately not a story about 
judgment. This is a story of stewardship. And in some ways, that may be even more 
challenging...  
Vision Alone is Not Enough 
I think that we, the people of Pewee Valley Presbyterian Church, are a lot like these bridesmaids. 
Like them, I know that we too long to see and to serve Christ, our bridegroom. And like a 
wedding, this coming new year is like a new beginning, filled with new hope and excitement. 
Our visions and our dreams for this church burn bright. Our staff and our committee teams are 
already busy envisioning this next year. Together we are boldly hoping for all that we can do and 
for all that this church can be. Excitedly, we are asking, how can we better serve our God and our 
neighbors? This vision and these desires are beautiful. But sadly, this text tells us that this vision 
alone is not enough. 
First, there are financial realities that all churches must face. It can be uncomfortable. Money is 
so taboo. However, like the bridesmaids' oil, money is a necessary resource for our ministry. We 
can only do what we long to do through everyone's help and everyone's support. It takes all of us 



- working together, serving together, giving together. If we rely only on a few to carry the load, 
these bridesmaids warn us that there will never be enough to go around. And if we do not have 
the resources that we need, we risk missing opportunities for ministry. We risk missing the 
bridegroom. "Keep awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour." Keep awake, because you 
never know who might walk through that door.  
These realities of our resources are important. But this text reveals that there is also something 
even deeper at stake. 
Halfway up the stairs at Louisville Seminary, right about the time you are huffing and puffing to 
catch your breath, there is a plaque mounted on the wall. This plaque bears these powerful words 
by the Rev. Dr. George Dewey Carter: 

It is not enough to profess. 
We have to practice. 

It is not enough to talk. 
We have to do. 

It is not enough to promise. 
We have to embody the promise. 

It is not enough to say, “Ain’t it awful.”  
We have to get close enough to get hurt. 

This is profound. And this is lived out in a myriad of ways right here in our church. 
Our vision alone is not enough. Our desires alone are not enough. Our beliefs alone are not 
enough. It is not enough to simply say that we want our congregation to grow. We first have to 
dare to reach out. It is not enough to claim that we want more children or youth in our church. 
We first must bridge that generation gap and more fully include them in our fellowship. It is not 
enough to merely proclaim justice from our pulpit. We first must venture out into the world and 
live it. The incredible faith of this church must be accompanied by your time, your talent, your 
gifts, your passion, your love. Because without that, our oil will run dry and our light will go out. 
I think that it is significant that it was oil and light that ran out. Oil and light are so often used 
throughout Scripture to represent the Spirit. We may have the desire, but I ask you this morning, 
do we truly have the Spirit? I think we do. And like wise bridesmaids, I think we can make that 
commitment. 
So bridesmaids, get ready. Prepare your oil. The bridegroom is on his way. And we want to be 
ready when he comes! 







It is not enough to simply say that we want our congregation to grow. We first have to dare to 
reach out to others. It is not enough to claim that we want more children in our church, but then 
complain whenever they fidget or make noise. We have to find ways to welcome all of our 
families. It is not enough to simply say that we want to involve more youth in our church, if we 
never dare to bridge the gap that exists between the sanctuary and the parish house, if we never 
seek to fully include our youth in our services. It is not enough to merely proclaim justice from 
our pulpit. We have to venture out into the world and work for it. And it is not enough to simply 
ask for new programs. No program in the world can succeed without your time, your talent, your 
gifts, your passion, your love. 
True stewardship exists only through everyone's support and everyone's help. If we rely on a few 
to carry the load, there will never be enough to go around. We miss risking opportunities for 
ministry, we risk missing Christ 
And more than this, like the extra oil, we need to be prepared for what our visions will bring. We 
need to understand what we are committing ourselves to. 
What does it mean to be a good steward, one who is prepared and who has enough? What does it 
mean for our churches to have “extra oil for our lamps”? Do we simply float from budgetary 
crisis to crisis, relying on a few donors to carry the load? Does each family recognize how 
important it is to support the mission of the church financially, as well as with their time and 
presence in worship?  
The Hope in the Text 
l 
The Hope in the World 
This stewardship season, we have the chance to fill our lamps with oil. We have the chance to 
vision and to dream anew about all that this church can be, all that we as the Body of Christ can 
do.  
Don't fall asleep. 
Not now! 




Does it address a future judgment of who will be “in” and who will be “out”? Is there a time to keep 
what is ours and not share with others? Is that Jesus’ point here? I must admit that I don’t particularly 
like this story. It hits a nerve because there have been many times when I have felt underprepared or ill-
equipped for a task and must depend on the cooperative and collaborative efforts of others. The idea that 
I might be like one of the wise bridesmaids and not share my oil also causes me discomfort; after all, I 
like to think I’m a decent sort of person who will help those in need. And then there’s this bridegroom who 
says he doesn’t know the foolish bridesmaids and shuts them out of the party. How are we to understand 
that shunning in relation to eschatological judgment? 
The parable seems, quite frankly, a little unfair. All the bridesmaids brought oil, all waited, all fell asleep. 
And the decision about who gets in comes down to who anticipated the bridegroom would be this 
incredibly late and so brought more oil. Okay, so maybe it’s not unfair. Maybe it’s just that I’m pretty darn 
certain that I would have been among the foolish bridesmaids. Yes, there are some folks who are 
incredibly prepared, always plan way in advance, always bring more supplies or food or whatever than 
necessary, and are always there early. Yes, there are such folks, and I’m not one of them. 
In this story, it is not shoes or dresses - it is oil. Ten bridesmaids go to meet the bridegroom for 
the wedding banquet. Five, who are described as "wise," have prepared by bringing along extra 
oil for their lamps; five are described as "foolish" because they have not thought to bring along 
extra oil. When their oil inevitably runs out, they ask the wise bridesmaids to share some of their 
oil with them, but they are told that it will not be enough for all of them. And when the wedding 
banquet finally begins, the foolish bridesmaids are not there, because they are off buying more 
oil. That must have been frustrating for the groom, no doubt. As a bride, I can commiserate. 
Weddings always seem to go awry, I suppose. But you and I both know that the point of this text 
is far deeper, and perhaps far more troubling, than mere shoes or oil when the groom shuts the 
door. 


