
Endeavoring to Persevere  
 

September always feels like a new 

beginning to me.  In the cycle of our 

church life, we end the summer and 

begin, again, our òfulló ministry 

schedule.  Formal classroom 

Christian Education becomes a 

regular part of our Sunday mornings, 

again.  Coffee time inside before and 

after Sunday School, fellowship, 

Youth Group gatherings, and Sunday 

morning sermon òseriesó make their 

way back into our church rhythms.  

The First Sunday in Advent is officially 

the first day of a church year, but in 

September, in so many ways, our 

journey begins again.   

 

As we think about all this again this 

year, about how weõll start deepening 

our spiritual lives together as we 
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òadd to our schedules,ó I would like to 

once again share the words of Joan 

Chittiser from her commentary entitled 

The Rule of Benedict with you: 

 

The spiritual life that we commit to, the 

God-life that we are called to, is not òa 

set of exercises appended to our 

ordinary routine.ó  It is a complete 

reordering of our values and our 

priorities and our lives.  Spirituality is 

not just a matter of joining the closest 

religious community or parish 

committee or faith-sharing group.  

Spirituality is that depth of soul that 

changes our lives and focuses our 

efforts and leads us to see the world 

differently than we ever did before. 

 

Is it possible for us to live into this 

òcalling?ó  Can we think of our 

spirituality, not as adding òstuff to doó 

on our already busy calendars, but as 

adding òa way to Beó to our otherwise 

disorderly lives?  I hope so é letõs try 

again, with one anotherõs help. 

 

And as we continue along our journey 

in this community, beginning again, and 

as we and others seek to discern 

involvement, we would do well to 

remember:  It is not perfection that 

leads us to God.  It is perseverance.  

And so we too, òendeavor to 

persevereó as September òreorders our 

values and our priorities and our lives,ó 

once again.  Want a reminder of how to 

start?! 

See you in church é 

Joel 
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BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 18TH WE RETURN TO FULL MINISTRIES 
WITH THE FOLLOWING SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE!!  

 

9:15 ï 10:15 a.m.  Adult Sunday School begins! 

                                   9:30 ï 10:15 a.m.  Children and Youth Sunday School begins! 

           10:15 ï 10:30 a.m.  Fellowship and Coffee 

     (Choir able to gather for warm-up and run throughs!) 

            10:30 ï 11:30 a.m.  Service of the Lordôs Day 

       (a.k.a.  Worship service!) 

            11:45 ï 1:00 p.m.  YOUTH GROUP 

 

RALLY DAY FESTIVITIES SET FOR  

SEPTEMBER 11 TH !!  

On this Sunday the 11 th  we will have our 
Rally Day activities and will begin our full 
schedule of Sunday school classes for all 
ages.  Your Christian Education Team 
will be providing a brunch for everyone as 
we gather together in the gym.  Teachers 
will be introduced and our children from 
1st grade and up who havenõt already re-
ceived one, will receive their Bibles for 
study in their new class.  Our worship 

service will include a CE Teacher Com-
missioning litany as well.  Please plan 
to join us for this annual òkick-offó 
celebration.  

 

NEW STAFF AT PVPC:  YOUTH DIRECTOR, CHURCH 

SECRETARY, OUR STUDENT MINISTER  
 

Shelly Settle (Church Secretary):  Shelly began as our new Church Sec-
retary on August 22nd.  She came to us from Old Navy where she worked as 
a Retail Associate.  Before that, Shelly worked with the Oldham County 
Board of Education as the Office Manager at Centerfield Elementary School.  
She is proficient in all the Office software we use and very quickly took to the 
rhythm of the office at PVPC! 
 
Shelly has a fourteen old daughter, Lily, at Oldham Middle School.  We could 
not be happier to have Shelly as part of our staff and look forward to all that 
lies ahead.  She will be working 8:30 a.m.ï12:30 p.m. Monday through Fri-
days\ for us.  Stop by the Church Office and introduce yourself ï youôll meet 
a smiling face and wonderful person. 
 
Christiaan Faul (Youth Director):  Christiaan may need no introduction 
to most of us, but even those who have known him since he and his family 
move the United States from South Africa in 2003 may not know all that has 
been changing in his life. 
 
Last spring, as the school year ended, Christiaan set aside his Teaching 
profession to enroll full-time at Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
(LPTS).  He started his study with a summer course in August, and will begin 
full-time as classes begin after Labor Day.  Part of his discernment included 
the possibility of working with the Youth here in his own church and after 
several months of searching, meeting, and interviewing we are ecstatic that 
Christiaan will be leading our Youth Ministry.  As a former youth in the Minis-
try at PVPC, himself, Christiaan is looking very forward to listening to, learn-
ing from, and leading the incredible Youth who are vital part of the mission 
and ministry at PVPC. 
 
Brandon Oullette (LPTS Student Minister):  For the sixth year in a row 
PVPC will be in a very special relationship with one of the Louisville Presby-
terian Theological Seminary students.  Beginning on Sunday, September 
11th Brandon will be with us through May in his role as our Pastoral Intern for 
the coming ministry year.  Brandon is a third year student at LPTS and will 
be a part of our community in the year ahead, leading worship and Sunday 
School, participating in youth and childrenôs activities, as well as preaching 
and going on pastoral visits with Joel.   
 
Brandon graduated from Monmouth College in 2014 with a BA in Music/
Vocal Performance.  He is an accomplished musician and a husband since 
earlier this summer!  We are truly blessed and look forward to all that lies 
ahead in this new and exciting relationship.  Welcome Brandon!! 

 

SEPTEMBER 11TH IS ALSO OUR 

REUNION SUNDAY 

Part of our 150th Anniversary Celebration 

 

Also on this special morning, we have invit-

ed former staff ð Pastors, Youth Directors, 

Musicians, Interns, and others ð to join us for 

the Brunch and for Worship.  We have had 

some nice response already (the Neelys, 

Blacks, Westburys, Gary Pennington, Shirley 

Hawkes, and more) and anticipate even 

more!  Plan to be here for Brunch, not just to 

celebrate the beginning of a new Ministry 

Year, but to visit with some past 

òShepherds!ó 
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PEWEE VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN AT FRIENDSHIP MANOR 

On Sunday, September 11th at 2:00 p.m., our congregation will be with the resi-

dents of Friendship Manor to be a part of the Sunday afternoon worship time 

with them.   We always share the love of our entire church community, some 

music, prayers, and most importantly our smiles, touch, and love with those who 

gather.   The 20 minutes you share with the residents of this community will be 

among the most powerful ministry you do this year é We promise!! 

Pewee Valley Presbyterian Men's  

Semi Annual Fish Fry  

Friday, November 4, 2016  

òAll The Fish You Can Eató 

Mark your calendars!  Our Fall Fish Fry will be on November 4th from 4:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. 

This is a fun evening enjoyed in our church for over 57 years. Come and enjoy the best fish in 

town! Prices are as follows: Adults $10.00, Seniors $9.00 and Children $4.00. For more infor-

mation or tickets, call Shelly in the church office: 241-4326. 

 

HEALING IN HOPE, HOPE IN HEALING 

A Series on Substance Abuse and Recovery within Families 

 

Hosted by Kilgore Samaritan Center, Second Presbyterian Church, and St. Francis in the Fields Episcopal 

Church, this four part series includes speakers and discussions on multiple aspects of alcohol and drug 

abuse, providing information on dealing with the emotional issues that impact the wider families. 

 

    Sep. 11 (6:15 to 8:00 p)  òHear from People of Faithó 

    Sep. 18 (6:15 to 8:00p)  òHear from Doctors and Othersó 

    Sep. 25 (6:15 ð 8:00p)  òHear from a Recovering Familyó 

    Oct. 2 (6:15 ð 8:00p)   òOrganizations that Engageó 

 

The Sessions are all held at Second Presbyterian Church (3701 Old Brownsboro Rd) 

There is no cost to attend 

 
Register at www.kilgorecounseling.org/events/HOPE or call 502-327-4622.  


