PEWEE VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
“Learning, Glorifying, Celebrating, and Following …”
GATHERING …
Gathering Music
The Ringing of the Bell
PREPARING …
Prelude
O Come Little Children


         C. VON SCHMID

Margaret Hill and Richard Ray, Bells
*Call to Worship



         
Leader:
Christ is born!
People:
Alleluia!
Leader:
Jesus is with us!

People:
Alleluia!
Leader:
Let us shout with joy, give thanks, and sing!

ALL:
CHIRST IS BORN TODAY!
*Hymn 28
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

       IN DULCI JUBILO
Call to Confession


     
Leader:
Even on this day of celebration, let us come early in our hour together before the Holy One of Israel, with humble spirits and contrite hearts.

People:
We do not deceive ourselves but instead know the truth of our forgiveness. 
ALL:
LET US PRAY TOGETHER …
Prayer of Confession (unison)
Holy Incarnate God, by the light of your goodness and mercy, our failing to see your true light in the world is made clearer:  We do not love as you  love, holding something back from you, from our neighbors, and from ourselves.  Our feet have not brought good news to the oppressed, our hands have not fed the hungry, our hearts have not loved the other, and our lives have not been lived for the least among us.  Forgive us.  Blind us with your holy honestly on this day of all days, so that we may more clearly see your will and walk with sure steps into the way of wholeness and peace.  May we not just welcome Emmanuel, may we be Emmanuel.  In the name of our newborn Lord, hear our silent prayers of return …

(A Time of Silence for Personal Confession)
Assurance of Pardon
Leader:
People of God, beloved of the Holy One, in Christ Jesus, God has blessed all creation and called you to truth.  As a minister of the gospel, and by the authority of the church’s witness, I proclaim to you forgiveness of all that separates you from God.
People:
From this day forth, may our lives be given the light, so that all the world will know the power of rebirth.
*Response 23

Angels We Have Heard on High

       GLORIA
     (stanza 1 only)
Passing of the Peace
HEARING …
Time for Young Disciples

   

            Joel Weible
At the conclusion, children may return to their families.
Anthem
Come, Shepherds, Rise!


       K. CHRISTOPHER
Scripture 
Luke 2:52

Homily
A GROWING GOD

        Reverend Joel Weible
*Hymn Selections:  A Christmas Medley

Hymn 25
Away in a Manger

MUELLER

Hymn 29
Go, Tell It on the Mountain
GO TELL IT
Hymn 31
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
MENDELSSOHN
RESPONDING …
* Affirmation of Faith


       from the IONA COMMUNITY
With the whole church …


We affirm that we are made in God’s image, befriended by Christ, and empowered by the Spirit.

With people everywhere …


We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, planted more deeply than all that is wrong.

(continued on back …)
With all creation …

We affirm and celebrate the miracle and wonder of life and the unfolding purposes of God, forever at work in ourselves and the world.  Amen.

Time of Giving Thanks
Announcements
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Offertory
Ding Dong! Merrily on High

 ANDREW UNSWORTH
*Doxology 592

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
* Prayer of Dedication (unison)
These gifts, O God, are first from you, signs of your bounty meant for all of your children.  We joyously give you thanks for all that we have and ask your blessing on our morning’s offering.  Turn our lives to your will as we receive and as we give, for the sake of your children everywhere.  Amen.
SENDING …
*Hymn 40

Joy to the World!


    ANTIOCH
*Charge and Benediction
*Benediction Response

Hail, Blessed Morn
            L.H. HORTON
*Postlude
For Unto Us a Child is Born


G.F. HANDEL
When the bell rings and the doors open, depart in JOY!


PLEASE NOTE:  Food and drinks are not allowed in the Sanctuary
IN CASE YOU MISSED IT…

All elements of recent services may be heard on our website.  

Manuscripts and Audio Podcasts can be found at: 

PeweeValleyPresbyterian.org

Get instant alerts by following us on Facebook and Twitter.


“We have found in this church a spiritual home

where we learn to serve others,

enjoy and glorify God,

celebrate differences,

and faithfully follow the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Sunday Morning Worship
December 25, 2016 / Christmas Day
