Memories and Expectations
Christmas Eve Worship Service

December 24, 2015

Pewee Valley Presbyterian Church

Gathering Music
Carol Sing
Ringing of the Bell

Prelude


The First Nowell 
        arr. By D. NEWELL
Instrumental Ensemble:  Alison Clark, Nick Clark

August Kingsley, and Oscar Kingsley
Opening Words and Setting the Stage
*Processional Hymn 41
O Come, All Ye Faithful        ADESTE FIDELES
*Call to Worship




    Emma MacNiven
A Christmas Litany from Christmas Eve in 1959
Leader:
O God, whose love for our world is so great that no gift has been too precious to give us, no sacrifice too large:

Congregation: WE GIVE THEE THANKS, O GOD

Leader:
For the gift of thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ and all that his life has meant to us:

Congregation: WE GIVE THEE THANKS, O GOD

Leader:
For the light that overcomes darkness, for love that dispels hate, for hope that casts out fear:

Congregation: WE GIVE THEE THANKS, O GOD

Leader:
For the spirit of generosity in Christmas, for the strengthening of family ties, and for the joy we know at this season:

Congregation: WE GIVE THEE THANKS, O GOD

Leader:
As once more we read the marvelous story of thy Word in the flesh of Jesus, and we hear again of his coming to teach the good news that the lost can be saved and peace will yet rule in human hearts, we lift to thee our hearty praise:

ALL: 
WE GIVE THEE THANKS, O GOD. AMEN.

Memories of Christmas Past
Mr. Tom Deibel
Time with Young Disciples
           Lydia Morris
The Little Colonel’s Christmas Vacation
*Hymn 44

O Little Town of Bethlehem
                   ST. LOUIS
“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”    A Dramatic Reading
Alison Clark, Alex Pappas, Ethan Willis
Special Music

I Heard the Bells of Christmas Day        arr. by M. HUFF



     Annie, Sam and Katie Weible
Christmas Prayer from a Christmas Eve in 1956
          Toby Fletcher
Memories of Christmas Past
Stephanie Deibel Willis 
*Hymn 38

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 

         CAROL
A Christmas Dialogue
from Christmas Eve in 1887

Sam Weible and Serayah Fletcher
Memories of Christmas Past
Joy Girgis

Call to Offering




       Oscar Kingsley
Offertory

Winter Wonderland
                    FELIX BERNARD



August Kingsley, piano
Unison Prayer of Dedication 




Gabe Wiser
We give you thanks, Holy God, for the world of wonder you have made; 

The forest and field, the sea and sky, and for the gift of grace that you have given so freely – a little child, lying in a manger.  Receive these gifts of tenderness and love, of gratitude and praise, and use them for your glory; in the name of Jesus Christ, the child of Bethlehem. Amen.

Sacrament of Communion

Invitation and Prayer

Words of Institution

Celebration by Intinction

O Holy Night
ARR. BY MATT KILLION

Spreading the Light of Christ

After you receive the elements of Communion, please pick up a

candle at the center aisle and return to your seats.

*Hymn, No. 60

Silent Night, Holy Night
            STILLE NACHT

On the second verse, the youth will begin lighting your candles.  Please tip the unlit candle to the lit candle.

Extinguishing the Candles

Charge and Benediction



            Jenna Heery
Ringing of the Bell and Postlude
 Joy to the World! 
 G. F. HANDEL




              James Bates, trumpet



           God is With Us

         We have waited this Advent:  God does not come at our command.

         We have prepared, as well, with prayer and quiet contemplation.

         We have witnessed to the Light coming into the world.

         And, finally, as Mary did so long ago, we have uttered, “Let it be,”
         and opened ourselves to God in Christ.

         Tonight it happens … again.

         God comes to be with us because we have come to be with God.

         “Glory to God in the Highest!  And on Earth, Peace.”

         May your Christmas Day be every day …
